
For Tenants dealing with COVID-19
7 TIPS

If your landlord won't agree to other options, the landlord still MUST give you
a written notice with a certain amount of time to pay your rent. In most
rental units, the notice has to be given to you three (3) business days to
pay your rent BEFORE the landlord can file an eviction with the court. If you
are renting a lot in a mobile home park, your landlord MUST give you five
(5) business days to get current with your rent. If you are still not able to
pay. Your landlord must still file a lawsuit to get the court order.

If you are served with an eviction complaint, the law gives you five (5)
business days to file a written response with the court. It is always a good
idea to talk with an attorney before you answer these legal documents -
this can help make sure you don't lose out on any rights because your
response was incomplete. See back for more legal help resources or the
nearest Legal Services of North Florida office.

If you cannot find an attorney or want to try responding to your landlord on
your own, then you should reach out to your local County Clerk's Office to
ask about ways you can file a response. Some Clerk's Offices are not
allowing people to come into the office to help with public health and
safety. Some responses can be filed online, although it is still important to
reach out to the clerk and make sure you file on time.
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2 If you are no longer able to pay all or part of your rent because you lost
your job, or other causes, you should speak with your landlord to see if
there are other options.

If you do not file a response on time, you COULD BE EVICTED. There are
some County Courts that are not allowing evictions right now. However,
after the COVID-19 Pandemic is over and courts go back to normal
operations, it may be too late to respond and defend yourself. So it is
important to act now!

Your landlord is NOT ALLOWED to evict you without a court
order! They CANNOT force you to move by changing locks,
stopping utilities, or other acts that try and remove you
from your home.

WWW.LSNF.ORG

1 An eviction requires a court order. A notice from your landlord is not
enough.



TALLAHASSEE OFFICE
Serving: Franklin, Jefferson, Leon, & Wakulla
Call 850-385-9007

PANAMA CITY OFFICE
Serving: Bay, Gulf, Holmes & Washington
Call 850-385-9007

FT. WALTON OFFICE
Serving: Okaloosa & Walton
Call 850-385-9007
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QUINCY OFFICE
Serving: Calhoun, Gadsden, Jackson, & Liberty
Call 850-385-9007
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PENSACOLA OFFICE
Serving: Escambia & Santa Rosa
Call 850-385-9007
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CALL US! 
      

PHONES ARE OPEN
8:30 A.M. - 5:15 P.M.

(LOCAL TIME)

MONDAY - THURSDAY

GO ONLINE!
   

OUR ONLINE INTAKE
IS NOW OPEN

  

FILL OUT AN
APPLICATION AT:
WWW.LSNF.ORG

CLERK OF COURTS BY COUNTY

MORE LEGAL AID & OTHER RESOURCES

Florida  Division of
Emergency Management 
(850) 815-4000
www.floridadisaster.org
 
 

Senior Legal Helpline 
(888) 895-7873
 
Florida Veterans Legal Helpline
(866) 486-6161

The American Bar Association’s
Florida Legal Help Website
Florida.freelegalanswers.org
 
State Assistance Information Line
(800) 342-3557

Bay County
(850) 763-9061
 
Calhoun County
(850) 674-4545
 
Escambia County
(850) 595-4310
 
Franklin County
(850) 653-8861 ext. 103

Gadsden County
(850) 875-8601 ext. 224
 
Gulf County
(850) 229-6112
 
Holmes County
(850) 547-1100
 
Jackson County
(850) 482-9552

Jefferson County
(850) 342-0218 ext. 232
 
Leon County
(850) 606-4000
 
Liberty County
(850) 643-2215
 
Okaloosa County
(850) 689-5000 ext 4000

Santa Rosa County
(850) 981-5554
 
Wakulla County
(850) 926-0905
 
Walton County
(850) 892-8115
 
Washington County
(850) 638-6289

HOW TO REACH LSNF


